SHITIJ 2025-26: Phase 1 Concludes, Setting the Stage for Agri-Startup Success
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SHITIJ 2025-26, an innovative year-long incubation program, was launched on 29 August 2025 with
the aim of transforming Indian agriculture and fostering startup engagement in the sector. The initiative
received a remarkable 65 applications, out of which 47 startups were shortlisted for Phase 1 training,
which began on 29 September 2025. The training is designed to equip participants with essential

knowledge and skills to thrive in the agriculture and allied sectors.

Phase 1 training covered a comprehensive range of topics, including the landscape of Indian agriculture,
government schemes and the registration process for startups and MSMEs. Startups gained insights into
intellectual property as a key growth driver, the startup ecosystem in agriculture and effective pitch deck
presentations. Other key areas included money management, scaling up, business valuation, the role of
technology in agriculture, design thinking, marketing strategy, compliance and investor perspectives on

startup funding.
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The program also addressed challenges and opportunities in agri-input innovation, regulatory
compliance, and the growing importance of precision agriculture in shaping future business
opportunities in India. Through SHIT1J, startups acquired valuable tools to innovate and scale within

the dynamic agricultural landscape.
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The valedictory of Phase 1 was held on 08 October 2025, during which Mr. Aatif Jamal, CEO, DST-
NIDHI TBI and Dr. Ashish Gautam, Incubation Manager, Pusa Krishi, ICAR-IARI interacted with all
participating startups to understand what they had learned from the sessions, whether the training had

been useful to them and what kind of support they expected from Pusa Krishi going forward.



